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hen I told a colleague recently that it is now possible, with our advanced understanding of
the brain, to acquire a foreign language fast and without stress, he replied, “ My experience
in school tells me otherwise.”
That cynicism is understandable since the track record of foreign language instruction is only
traditional school curriculum:
Please listen and repeat after me.
Open your books and complete the exercise on page 25.

Let’s practice putting the appropriate direct object in the correct place in this sentence.

the harmful conclusion: “I guess I am no good at foreign languages.” This may be the reason that
thirty states have now discontinued the study of a second language in high school as a “required
course.”
Parents would like to have their children acquire another language or two especially since
invest time in something useful such as small appliance repair or ballroom dancing.
This is a kind of imaginary national dyslexia about foreign languages which I observed

Erase the word “method” from your vocabulary
are no “methods” in foreign language education. There are no “methods” in foreign language

The audience is the students, and a teacher will attempt to hold the attention of the audience
for one, two or three hours. That’s an eternity in any other art form such as “live” theater, movies,
television or radio. Most celebrities would not have the courage to stand up and hold your
attention all by themselves for an hour or more.

Everyone thinks they can teach

If you think back on instructors who inspired you or managers who motivated you—they
can be counted on one hand. Teaching, counseling and management require talent like playing a
musical instrument or singing an aria or excelling in a sport.

Instead of “methods,” a teacher has a “box of tools”
There is no method, no mechanical procedure that will shoo anyone along to success in teaching.

Now, where do we start?
speaking, reading and writing. Everyone thinks they understand this principle. They reason, “Oh,

What is comprehension anyway?
talking is the last step in
most people. It will appear spontaneously when one is ready.
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The principle is obvious in infants.
There is no case in recorded history where an infant in any culture has spoken before months
of listening to their caretakers give directions. Infants are silent , except for babbling, and they

language acquisition at any age. The statistical results are huge when I explored, in controlled
experiments, what I call, the Total Physical Response
TPR
children and adults

The procedure is simple

chalkboard. Walk to the chalkboard and write your name.”
into speaking, but we can compress the time into a couple of weeks for students in the
classroom. The reason: The infant is limited to primitive physical responses such as smiling,
touching, reaching, grasping, and walking. In comparison, children and adults have hundreds
pretty girl on your left, bow, and dance with her.” “Pick up this book, run to the window, open

Three reasons why it is critical that comprehension
be the first skill acquired by language students
s 4HROUGHOUT RECORDED HISTORY
In any language and in any culture, there is no record of infants speaking before they
comprehend a huge chunk of the target language. Infants are silent for at least one year while

Total Physical
Response, known world wide as TPR
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physical action. The “silent period” is essential preparation for the appearance of speech.

s ,OCATIONS IN THE BRAIN
are located in different parts of the brain. Comprehension is in Wernicke’s Area which is in the
temporal lobe while speaking is in Broca’s Area located in the left frontal lobe.

still another area of the brain is injured, there is apraxia — a person forgets to do ordinary things
such as how to brush one’s teeth.

s )F COMPREHENSION IS IMPORTANT THEN WHY NOTx
not work very well. The reason: The student enrolls in a foreign language class with the intention
of acquiring that language. Even though students have.good intentions and want to learn, when
they hear a translation , their brain is working against them. This is brain antagonistic instruction.
quite independent

of us.

before students stand up to leave the room. Of course, the instructor is not telling lies, but the
student’s brain perceives the information as “lies,” and the brain will not store “lies” in memory.
The instructor is telling the truth, but the student’s brain automatically interprets the information
as false or lies. That’s why translation is brain antagonistic instruction for most students.

My next recommendation: Doodling

over the keys.

is the difference between being ‘good’ and being ‘great.’”
messed around with concepts that most people would consider too sacred to tinker with — such
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he earned a doctorate in physics and began working with other physicists who did not know

My recommendation: Encourage your students to doodle with the language. Working the daily

I understand that we want our children to sound like a native speaker, but...
If we want students to play with the language, then interrupting them to correct
pronunciation is counterproductive, especially for beginning students. We need to be as tolerant
will shape itself in the direction of the native speaker.

language is spoken.

The first psychologist to win a Nobel Prize
searchers around the world. We have learned more about the remarkable differences between the
Our brain has its own intelligence and is moving information at lightning velocity, below
our radar of awareness, back and forth from one hemisphere to the other.
The left hemisphere is like a train that can travel on one track only while the right can
have many trains on multiple tracks traveling simultaneously. The stunning implication
by the student’s brain as “lies” and therefore erased almost before the student stands up
to leave the classroom.

can understand multiple languages simultaneously without one language interfering with the
or Chinese. To the right brain, these are just patterns which are stored without editing until
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they can acquire many languages with excellent pronunciation in each language. High school

*The evidence from brain research is reviewed in my book: Learning Another Language Through Actions

TPR STARTER KIT

If you are new to TPR, this is the perfect place to start!

Learning Another Language Through Actions - by James J. Asher ........................................23.00
Instructor’s Notebook: How To Apply TPR For Best Results - by Ramiro Garcia. ............... 20.00
Instructor’s Notebook: TPR Homework Exercises - by Ramiro Garcia. .................................. 15.00

Total Value: $58.00

You save $6.00

Order #207 - All three: $52.00

TPR Super Starter Kit!

The TPR Starter Kit with an added attraction!
Learning Another Language Through Actions by James J. Asher, Ph.D. ........................... $23.00
Dr. Asher’s “live” demonstration of TPR at the Northeastern Conference DVD.............. $25.00
Instructor’s Notebook: How to Apply TPR for Best Results by Ramiro Garcia ................ $20.00
Instructor’s Notebook: TPR Homework Exercises by Ramiro Garcia ................................ $15.00

You save $15.00

Total Value: $83.00
Order #Super 207 - All four: $68.00

TPR Storytelling Starter Kit
!
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N Get Coaching From Two Storytelling Masters!
Todd McKay
TPR Storytelling Teacher’s Guidebook .......................................................................................................25.00
TPR Storytelling Student Book (Year 1) .....................................................................................................16.00
Live Classroom Demonstration of TPR Storytelling on DVD by Todd McKay..................................25.00

Blaine Ray
Look, I Can Talk Teacher’s Guidebook........................................................................................................14.00
Look, I Can Talk! (Year 1) ...............................................................................................................................17.00

You save
$30.00

Total Value:

97.00

Order Number 701E (English) All 5 products for:
Order Number 702S (Spanish) All 5 products for:
Order Number 703F (French) All 5 products for:

67.00
67.00
67.00
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